
Disclaimer 

Practitioners of tree risk assessment do so at their own risk.  Neither the speakers, authors, nor presenters 
accept any responsibility, explicit or implied for liability, loss or consequential damage arising from the manner 
in which the materials presented in the program are used in the field. 

The training materials provided are not considered to be reasonable and sufficient to provide the users with 
an understanding of when and how to undertake tree risk assessment alone.  The contents of the training 
materials are provided “as is” and “where is” and may change without notice as research and understanding 
of tree biology, tree mechanics, and risk assessment evolve. 

Time Frame: 1 year   Ask yourself: How likely is the Condition of Concern to fail in 1 year in normal 

weather conditions (summer storm, snow, light ice, wind (leaves on/leaves off,) seasonal soil moisture? 

Likelihood of Failure 

Imminent: Failure has started or is most likely to occur in the 
near future, even if there is no significant wind or 
increased load. An infrequent occurrence for a risk 
assessor to encounter and may require immediate 
action to protect people from harm. 

Probable:  Failure may be expected during normal weather 
conditions within specified timeframe. 

Possible: Failure could occur but is unlikely during normal 
weather conditions within specified timeframe. 

Improbable:  Tree or branch is not likely to fail during normal 
weather conditions and may not fail in many severe 
weather conditions within specified timeframe. 

Likelihood of Impacting Target 

Very low: Likelihood is remote 

Low:  Not likely to impact the target 

Medium: As likely to impact the target as not 

High:  Most likely to impact the target 

Considerations 
How frequent is target? (occupancy rate) 
Is anything protecting target? 
Is Condition of Concern over/near target? 
Will anything slow the fall? 

Consequences of Failure 
Value of Target & How Much It Will Hurt 

Negligible: Low-value property damage 
Small disruption that can be repaired 
No personal injury 

Minor:    Low to moderate property value 
Small disruption to traffic or communication 
Very minor injury 

Significant: Property damage of moderate to high value 
Considerable disruption 
Personal injury 

Severe:    Serious personal injury or death 
Damage to high value property 
Disruption of important activities 


